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Abstract:
Dalitmovementis an organiyze

i dcollective
action of groups or lowers caste people against
the uppcr—class' pcople and their thought pro-
cess on Brahanucal thoughts to maintain ap aura
of empowermentand equality in the Indian go-
ciety. Dalit Movement has no doubt brought a
major social change in the traditional hierarchy
of Indian society. It has encouraged the demo.-
cratic ideals of liberty, equality and socia] jus-
tice among the different castes and classes of
people. The Dalit movements raised the issues
related to identity and reservations of govern-
ment jobs and political positions. There was a
strong opposition to the practice of untouch-
ability and discrimination. The movements have
brought the dalits to the mainstream politics and
allowed them to hold important and adminis-
trative posts in different parts of the country.
The dalit literature mobilized the dalit intellec-
tuals to assert their rights and maintain their dig-
nity in the hierarchical society. The Dalit move-
ment was a direct challenge to the upper caste
and class and they have been acting as a strong
pressure group to the government in the main-
stream politics. Thus the dalit movement has
become a powerful social movement to bring a
major socio-economic and political transfor-
mation in the conditions of dalits.

Keywords : empowerment, identity, hier-
archy. transformation, intellectuals
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The Dalit movement began as a protest
movement to bring socio-political transforma-
tion in the status of dalits in India. Dalits have
been ruthlessly exploited and inhumanly subju-
gated by the upper castes for centuries. They
have been isolated, fragmented and oppressed
by the hegemony of Brahmin culture. The new
polity, the postmodern administrative frame-
work, the rational judicial system, the current
forms of land tenure and taxation, the new pat-
terns of trade, the liberal education system. and
the network of communications emphasized the
spirit of liberty, equality and social justice for
Dalits.

The Dalit movement asserts rights
Dalits. Ruman Sutradhar (2014)

Dalit Movement is soctal revo-
[ution aimed for social changg. rcpla‘l‘ci.n;; '[?elkii?
old Dalit Movements in India thldl‘ § miatic
dian society, and is based on th.c‘ :iunt(l); e
ideals of liberty, equality and social justice.
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leges to the
writes that the
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also explams that the socio-cultural exclusion.
economic deprivation and political exploitation
of centuries made the Dalits break out of such
kinds of'age-old prejudices. Henee, they be
gan to protestwith the help of literature, or form-
ing organizations hike the Dalit Panthers, and
this protest movement came to be recognized
as the Dalit Movement.

The postmodem researchers, social scien-
tists and academia have developed their inter-
est to study the Dalit movement as it is one of
the important social movements in India. Dif-
ferent Dalit leaders through their organization
and political parties have mobilized and moti-
vated the Dalit mass to achieve the overall ob-
jectives of creating an inclusive society. Due to
stronger mobilization by the Bahujan Samaj
Party, the dalits could participate in the demo-
cratic electoral process in the country and cre-
ate a separate identity for themselves. The dalit
leaders unleashed the movement for maintain-
Ing or increasing reservations in political offices,
government jobs and welfare programmes. It
1s called the new political movements of dalits.
Dalit movement brought a transformation in the
caste structure of Indian society and empha-
sized the fight for self-dignity. The present res-
ervation system is the outcome of dalit move-
ment.

Who is a Dalit?

Dalits have different names in different parts
of our country. They are called Holaya,
Panchama, Chandala, Samagara, Chammar,
Adikamataka, and Adidravida etc. The word®,
m%oDalit%pp %is derived from the Sanskrit
word Dal, means%pu%ground%pp, mYosup-
pressed%pp, »»%crushed%pp, %or%
»%broken to pieces%pup. %olt was first used
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Shodak Samaj, a non-Brahmin movgmcm in
Maharashtra. He usced the term to rc'fcr:t() the
outeastes and lml()mzhuhluts'as thc‘ VICtimy of
(he caste-basced social division of the Indigy,
socicty in the ninctcenth century. Vi,
Premasagar writes that the term expresses the
Dalits%op »»Yoweakness, poverty and humiljs-
tion at the hands of the upper castes in the Jp.

dian society%o.upt

The term Dalit has become a political iden-
tity, similar to the way African Americans in the
United States moved away from the use of the
term% »»%Negro%up, %to the use of’,
w%Black%up %0r% »»%African-Ameri-
can%.up %Dalits today use the term?%
mYoDalit%uu %oas they believe the term is more
than being broken and is in fact an identity born
of struggle and assertion. The word dalitisa
degraded term which was replaced by the Brit-
ish rulers who named it as depressed class in
1919. Gandhi lovingly called them Harijan. The
British administration defined them as Sched-
uled castes in 1935. Again the term Dalit was
popularized by the Dalit Panther Movement of
Maharashtra in 1970.

In Varna Vyavastha, untouchables are
placed as Panchama Varna. They occupy the
lowest position in Indian society. They are the
members of the menial caste and they are con-
sidered as impure and polluted and they have
been regularly facing discrimination and violence
which prevents them from enjoying the basic
human rights and dignity promised to all citi-
zens of India. They were denied access t0
roads, temples, schools, etc. to avoid%
MYopollution%pp %of other castes. They arc
forced to accept polluting occupations like dis-
414
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Brahmana de jure: though neither can become
so de facto also cither by his own will or the
will of others. as long as the state does not make
him 5o ot (" olordens 1978 62).

The neo-Vedantie movements and non-

Brahmin movements played an important cata-
Ivtic role in developing anti-caste or anti Hin-
duism dalit movements in some parts of the
country. The Satyashodhak Samaj and the self-
respect movements in Maharashtra and Tamil
Nadu. the Adhi Dharma and Adi Andhra move-
ment in Bengal and Adi-Hindu movement in
Uttar Pradesh are important antiuntouchability
movements which were launched in the last
quarter of the 19th and the early part of 20th
century. Nandini Gooptu (1993) in her study in
Uttar Pradesh in the early twentieth century
briefly analyses the emergence of the Adi-Hindu
Movement in the urban areas of the region
(2001). Like Adi-Dharma, the leaders of the
Adi-Hindu movement believed that the present
form of Hinduism was imposed on them by the
Aryan invaders. The movement did not pose a
direct threat to the caste system. It was% »%oin
essence, conceived as and remained a protest
against the attribution of% »»%low%opp Yoroles
and functions to the untouchables by means of
a claim not to be Aryan Hindus; it was not de-
veloped into a full-blown, direct attack on the
caste system%p (%Gooptu 1993: 298).The
Dalits began to call themselves Adi-Andhras in
Andhra, Adi- Kamnatakas in Karnataka, Adi-
Dravidas in Tamil Nadu, Adi-Hindus in Uttar
Pradesh and Adi-Dharmis in Punjab. Dalits also
followed the route of conversion with a pur-
pose of getting rid of untouchability and to de-
velop their social and financial conditions.
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o l\./'lzlln:lll(l;;—l Jyotiba l’lml‘c 1'<n‘m<;(jl the Sao
Shodalk Mandal m |87 % with the aim of [,
ating non [3rahmins from lh_(: <;‘l|,1l<;l'1(:'~, Of
Brahminism. Shahu Milll:ll’?vl] Of K()Hm[,.”
andal in 1912 and ¢,

started Satya Shodak M
ried forward the movement started by Phy)..

In the prc-indcpcndcncc period, the Dy
movements comprised of a strong non-frgh,.
man movement against Brahmanism i,
Maharashtra, Adi Dravidas movement in Tay;|
Nadu, Shri Narayan Dharma Paripalan move.
ment in Kerala, Adi Andhras movement iy,
Coastal Andhra and the like. Phule tried to for.-
mulate a new theistic religion.
Ambedkar%pu%s Contribution to Dalit
Movement :

Ambedkar started a Marathi fortnightly,
the% »»YeBahiskrit Bharat%opp, Y%oin April 1927
and a weekly, the% »»%Janta%pup %in No-
vember 1930. In September 1927 he started
the% »»%Samaj Samta Sang%pp Yofor advo-
cating social equality among the untouchables
and the caste Hindus. He supported inter-caste
dinner and inter-caste marriage. He also pub-
lished another paper, the% »»%Samata%puy
%in March 1929. In December 1927 he leda
Satyagrah to establish the civic rights of the
untouchables to draw water from a public
tank%, »%Chavadar Talen%p, %at Mahad
district Kolaba. Hindus claimed the tank as
private property and a prolonged litigation fol-
lowed. Ambedkar won the case in the Bombay
High Court in March 1937.

Ambedkar conducted another Satyagrahin
March 1930 to establish the rights of the un-
touchables to enter the famous temple of
Kalaram at Nasik. The Satyagrah was with-
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B From 1942 10 1946 he y
,(fl'll,‘"‘ Governor Genergl® o
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Llimncil ; © olthis oppory-
(.( o promote tl?c miterest of‘schcdulcd castes
”lr'; «cheduled tribes. He secured funds from
anc ,ann"dl Govermnmment for their education ang
m::arion in posts in the central ang provin-
l: :]:m'ices for them.
lusion :
C()L'}Iftouchability has been outlawed, byt un-
fir practices have not. Today, wearing nice
Jothing is not banned, but.g.ettlng adecent job
< Today, socially al?d p011t1'cally based struc-
res of the society, in the view of reform ang
social bettennent,' get up one group against the
ofher, creating hostility and mamtalmng.the sense
ofdisapproval from the past. Ed.uca.tlon is the
only way to overcome such pfejudlce. Thus,
e social reform movement will only succeed

ifall the Dalits unite and fight for equal rights.
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when these were penned. He firm

that our political democracy muys; stand on the
base of social democracy which mean. 4 as
oflife which recognizes liberty, equality and fra-
ternity as the principles of life. He emphasized
On'measuring the progress of a community by
the degree of progress which women have
achieved. According to him if we want to main-
tain democracy not merely in form, butalso in
fact, we must hold fast to constitutional meth-
ods of achieving our social and economic ob-
jectives. He advocated that in our political, so-
cial and economic life, we must have the prin-

ciple of one man, one vote and one value.
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