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4 
Significance of Indian Women Writers to Indian 

Literature 
 

B. Neethu Prathyusha 
Research Scholar, Dept. of. English, P.R.G.C (A), Research Centre Kakinada. 

Affiliated to Adikavi Nannaya University 
Email:naladis2@gmail.com. 

Abstract 

Dalit Writing is a post-independence literary phenomenon. The emergence of 
Indian women writers has traditionally used their writings to communicate 
their thoughts and feelings. To challenge patriarchy and imperialism's 
oppression of women, it's crucial to speak out against the mistreatment they 
face. Women needed to resist male dominance. Indian women writers depict 
the injustice, sorrow, and agony they experienced in a male-dominated society. 
Their works aim to promote feminine identity in a male-dominated world. 
Although Indian women's writers portray them as powerful and determined in 
their pursuit of success, they were only able to do so within the constraints set 
by men. Indian female writers often explore the conflict between the masculine 
ego and the female desire for independence. Women writers use their writings 
to challenge male supremacy over them. Indian women writers expose 
injustices, agony, and despair in a male-dominated society. Many of the 
writings can be viewed as a rebellion against societal constraints on women. 
These works aim to highlight the feminine identity in a male-dominated 
culture. Indian women writers broke down barriers of class, gender, and space 
through their work, rather than attempting to take on masculine responsibilities 
to attain equality. Indian female writers try to explore their perspectives on 
gender issues through their works. The authors aimed to show that women's 
works are not limited by language or region.  

Keywords: Male dominance, feminine sensibility, discrimination, identity, 
injustice 

INTRODUCTION 

Despite ongoing attempts to raise awareness of their rights, many Indian women still 
lack access to facilities and chances to exercise them. History demonstrates that Indian 
women can be effective leaders, managers, organizers, and fighters. Society has limited her 
aspirations. Women are fundamentally artistic by nature. The contributions of Indian 
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women writers are acknowledged in all literary disciplines. Their writing expresses support 
for autonomy and breaking all those controlling powers. The author depicts a lady who is 
conflicted between her own ambitions and patriarchal expectations. Women regard 
literature to be the most expressive kind of art, mirroring their own experiences. Women's 
writing addresses their gender-specific concerns from a feminist perspective. Indian 
women writers broke down barriers of class, gender, and place through their work, rather 
than assuming masculine roles to attain equality with men. They attempt to present 
masculine and femininity as equal categories. Indian female writers use their writing to 
explore their perspectives on gender issues. The authors aimed to show that women's 
works are not limited by language or region. 

There are numerous Indian female writers, both novelists and poets. Indian female 
writers, such Shashi Desh Pande, Nayanthara Seghal, Arundathi Roy, and Kamala 
Markandaya, used English to express their experiences and perspectives. They have 
expressed the true persecution of women and their quest for gender equality. Jhabvala and 
Anita Desai are late immigrants, while Jhumpa Lahiri belongs to the second generation of 
Indians living overseas. 

Several writers, like Jumpha Lahari, Kiran Desai, and Arundhati Roy, have achieved 
national and international recognition for their novels of Magic Realism, Social Realism, 
and Regional Fiction. The campaign aims to challenge age-old systems by delving deeply 
into human interactions, which are central to the current issue. Women writers have taken 
up the responsibility of facilitating meaningful and smooth transition processes. 

Among Indian women writers, Jhumpa Lahiri stands out for her unique approach 
to writing about women's experiences. She has a beautiful voice and a captivating 
storytelling ability. She stands out among Indian writers who write in English. The vast 
majority of first-generation Indian fiction writers were born and raised in India. Jhumpa 
Lahiri's ties to India are through her parents and grandparents. The writer makes confident 
judgments about economic, social, and political possibilities, which may be exaggerated or 
considered. Lahari is honest and authentic about her experiences. Writers such as Shashi 
Desh Pande, Nayanthara Seghal, Arundathi Roy, and Kamala Markandaya used English to 
express their perspectives on women's issues. They highlight the oppression of women and 
their struggle for equality. 

Anitha Desai is the novelist, most recognized for her modern women's writing. She 
is often regarded as the most influential and popular novelist of our time. She has made 
outstanding contributions to Indian English fiction. She is an urban author with a unique 
blend of Indian European and American perspectives. She is primarily a psychological 
writer. She believes that her writings do not reflect Indian society or nature. In contrast to 
Mulk Raj Anand's works, she does not address social issues. She views societal realities via 
a psychological lens, rather than as an intimate reflection of her characters' inner world. 
Her novel Baumgartner's Bombay, written at Griton College at Cambridge, was published 
in 1988. She has not released any novels during the 1990s. She possesses a double sensibility, 
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giving her writings an objective impact. Her extensive travels throughout India have 
enriched her work by providing exposure to diverse people and locations. 

Shashi Desh Pande, a feminist novelist, is known for exposing the struggles of 
successful educated women and the challenges they face. She has authored eight novels, 
six collections of short tales, and four books for children. Her novel, The Dark Holds No 
Terror (1980), follows a lady who marries a doctor and becomes a victim of brutality. Her 
story demonstrates her strength and desire to defy society's rules and achieve independence 
and freedom. Her compositions have brought her significant reputation. In each of her 
novels, she depicts the Indian middle class mindset. Her writings have brought her 
significant reputation. In each of her novels, she depicts the Indian middle class mindset. 
Her protagonist is culturally entrenched in middle-class Indian society. Desh Pande 
typically uses the heroine as the narrator and employs a stream-of-consciousness method. 
In Roots & Shadows (1983), we meet a feisty lady who rejects traditional family life and 
seeks employment in the city. She eventually marries a man of her choice. She gradually 
understands that life in the city is similar to that in the village. Almost all of her tales involve 
a crisis in the heroines' lives. Although her art focuses on women, she does not identify as 
a feminist. She simply and vividly depicts what it means to be a woman in modern India. 

Gita Mehta is a female writer who expresses the struggles of modern immigrant 
women with high expectations. In 1997, she wrote Snakes and Ladders and Glimpses of 
Modern India. This book has gained popularity, especially among non-Indian readers. In 
an interview with C.J.S. Wallia, she stated that her goal is to make current India more 
accessible to Westerners and a generation that is unaware of its history (24). Gita Mehta's 
first novel, Raj (1989), is a highly significant and interesting read. It is regarded as one of 
the greatest historical books of our time. 

Raj tells the story of Maharani Jaya Singh and the fight for India's independence. 
Mehta's unique viewpoint on life allows her to express her ideas on India through her 
novels. 

Arundhati Roy is a well-known contemporary woman writer. She is one of the 
female writers who wrote on the plight of the oppressed, the repression of women in a 
male-dominated world, and the impact of Marxism on the lives of the oppressed. When 
women writers resisted providing a critical evaluation of Indian politics, Arundhati Roy 
emerged as a beacon to guide Indian women writers. Her book, The God of Small Things 
(1997), earned widespread acclaim and established her as a pioneer among writers. With 
the publication of her first book, she has achieved success comparable to Salman Rushdie 
and others. She has surpassed Vikram Seth's A Suitable Boy. The characters are completely 
fictitious, having no resemblance to real-life personalities. Arundhati Roy cites E.M.S 
Namboodaripad by name but fabricates stories about him, sparking uproar in Kerala, 
where he led the first democratically elected communist government in the world. The 
novel depicts brutality against the powerless, including children, women, and 
untouchables. As an activist, she is the only novelist who regularly addresses social issues 
in her work. Her monograph, The Greater Common Good (1999), uncovers the truth 
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about the Narmada Project. The novel also showcases her abilities as a playwright and 
social reformer. She won both the Booker Prize and the Sidney Peace Prize. 

Nayanthara Seghal, an author, depicted women who faced sexism in the patriarchal 
society. In her writings, she envisions a world where women's merits are valued equally 
with men's. Her novel depicts the image of Indian independence. Her works 
predominantly feature female protagonists. She speaks on women's liberty. Her miserable 
marriage has led to a stronger and louder feminist tone in her speech. Saghal's works, from 
A Time to be Happy (1957) to Mistaken Identity (1988), explore women's journeys to self-
discovery. Nayantara Sahgal received the Sahitya Academy Award for her final work, Plans 
for Departure. 

Kamala Markandaya's ‘Nectar in a Sieve (1954)’ depicts women's issues and 
challenges in detail. The author interprets women's emotions and dilemmas with 
compassion, demonstrating that women can be more distinguished than men due to their 
unique qualities and creativity. They suffer heroically, despite their strong will. She 
emphasizes the need for Indian women to balance tradition with modernity. Kamala 
Markandaya effectively focuses on the challenges faced by women in similar situations. 
Her Rukmani, without a doubt, may be a victory for tradition. 

Indian women writers often focus on the struggles of homemakers and challenge 
patriarchal norms. Anita Desai, Shashi Deshpande, and Arundathi Roy portray heroines 
that challenge patriarchal norms and have their own distinct identities. They aim to 
demonstrate their self-sufficient lifestyle. They are brave, strong, and self-sufficient 
humans. They wish to live freely and abundantly. Female writers use their works to 
challenge oppressive systems and empower women. 

CONCLUSION 

Indian women English writers have made significant contributions to the literary 
world. Women's writing is equally significant to men's. Indian women writers in English 
who portray Indian realism. It has reached a new level of excellence and diversity. Women 
authors play a significant role in book writing and publishing, and deserve recognition. 
They experiment with many themes, techniques, and styles, exploring social order, class, 
gender, and individualism. They have a variety of roles in the literary realm. They excel as 
anthropologists, sociologists, novelists, essayists, travel writers, and instructors, and also 
serve as ambassadors for peace around the world. So Indian women writers have made an 
extraordinary contribution to Indian novels in English. They serve as middlemen, 
reflecting social and political issues in the hub. They are the only negotiators capable of 
resolving India's and other conquered nations' fundamental social and cultural issues. Their 
works have received widespread academic recognition and have sparked significant 
literary criticism, particularly on feminism. Their writings have received significant 
academic attention and excelled in the global fiction sector. This paper discussed how 
Indian women writers expose women's oppression and suppression in a patriarchal society. 
Each painting provides a glimpse into the buried feelings of women. This shows that 
women began to use the power of the pen. Women's writing of all kinds is seen as equally 
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valuable as that of men. In terms of quality and variety, it has matured. So, credit goes to 
women novelists, whose contributions are significant in novel writing and publishing. 
They experiment with different subjects, approaches, or styles, and address concerns of 
caste, class, gender, identity, and uniqueness.  
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